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If. fart of a Letter, written to a Moil Reverend 
prelate, in anfwer to one written by his Grace, judg- 
ing of the Age of MSS. the Style of Learned Authors, 
(painters, Mufician$ f &c. $y Mr Humfrey Wanley. 

London, July n. 1701. 

He fubftance of what your Grace is pleas'd to fay 
m about Manufcripts and Copied Writings ( as I appre- 
hend it ) is, That 'tis not only pojfible, but very ttifie, upon 
the perufal of a written Book, to pronounce in what Age or 
Century it was written, fuppofing a man to be tolerably well 
vend in Books of that Language or Country. And that this 
judgment may be made, only by obferving the Shape and Fi- 
gure of the Letters of the Book, which ( as all other things j) 
have their fix 'd Periods for their Duration : as being form'd 
thh way in fuch a Century, and fuch a way ?» the next-^ Time 
only ( which alters the outward fiate of other things) working 
ihk Change in Letters alfo, of what Age, Language, or Coun- 
try foever they be. And then as to Original Compositions., 
your Grace is of Opinion, That the Style and Di&ion of any 
noted Author being well ebfervd, 'tis very eafie to difcover 
fuch others of his Works as have gone abroad without his 
Name 3 and alfo the very time when the Author Liv'd. 

Tis evident, ray Lord, that a man may judge of fome 
MSS by the Hand 3 and of the Genuine and Spurious 
Works of fome Authors ; and of the time likevvife, where- 
in they liv'd, by the fiyle of then 3 but whether this be 
fo eafie a Work, and that the Rules men generally go by 
in thefe cafes, are always infallible Guides, is what (I own) 
I very much doubt of. 
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Slippofe, my Lord, for inftance, a man ffiould bring to 
any Antiquary a good MS. Copy of the Hebrew Bible, 
Pentateuch, or V falter, written in a fmall common Letter, 
without Points, without fine Knots, and Fiourifhes, with- 
out Pi&ures, and great. Letters, or any thing that mould 
look like Pompous: Suppofe that the Ink, Parchment, 
&c. mould carry a feeming face of Antiquity with them, 
and that a man mould fay his MS. was 100©, 1200, or 
1300 years old, when as. really, it was written within a 
i*ery few years : Gould he from the Hand alone foon find 
out the Cheat > 

All the Hebrew, MSS. that I have as yet (ben, are writ- 
ten either with Samaritan or Chaldee Letters. As to the 
Samaritan, I own they bear a good refemblance one to 
another, and that they differ very much from thofe Sama- 
ritan Chara&erSj which we find ftamped upon divers truly 
Antient and Genuine Coins. But then there feems to be 
fuch a Refemblance ( as to the Chara&er ) between thofe 
Coins ftruck in Ages far diftant from one another, that 'tis 
hard ( from the Confideration of the Metal, its Fabric^ 
Weight, from the Shapes of the Letters in the Infcriprion* 
&c. ) to fay which Coin was made in the time of David] 
or Solomon, and which no older than the time of the Mai 
dabees-j this being rather to be gathered from the Words 
and Meaning of their Infcriptions, than from the Figure of 
the Qiara&ers which Compofe them. The fame may be 
faid, inagreatmeafure, of theoldGr^, Vunic, R/man, 
Brittifi and other Coins, 

The Chaldee Character has indeed varied in trad of 
time, according to the different Fancies and Humours of 
men. The Even- plain Letter, I think, is the nioft Ancient. 
This they altered into a more neat way of making it, as 
your Grace finds in R.Stephens Hebrew Bibles. There is a 
third fafhion, of waving the perpendicular ftrOkes like 
B.ays 5 * as your Grace remembers in feme of the Hebrew 
Coins exhibited in the Prolegomena to the Volyglott Bibles. 

Then 
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Then fourthly, there is a. large fat Letter in the MS R7#. 

als and Liturgies, befides the Rabbinical Letters of Italy and 
Germany, with their Offering $ the Littera Coronate, and 
perhaps others that I never Taw i ( Not to mention here 
the Jeveijh Coftom of writing the Vulgar Language of tho 
Country wherein they live, with Bebmv Letters, ) k 
feems a hard matter, ray i,ord, to trace the Original and 
Progrefs of all thefe ways of Writing, fo, as upon the 
bare fight of a MS. written in the Hebrew Language or 
Character, to fay, by the fhape of the Letters of this Book & 
appears to be fo old : and it feems much more difficult toaf- 
lign the par-ticular Province or Countrey wherein each He' 
Ire vt> Book was written, as for example, in Italy, France, 
Spain, Portugal, England, Holland, Germany, Poland, Bar- 
bary, Perjta, India, in the feveral Provinces of Turkey, &c. 

The fame almoft may be faid of the Greek, Manufcripts, 
in which Language there has been a great' diversity of 
Writing, according to the different humours of the Scribes, 
the Fajhion then in nfe, or the Manner of that particular 
Province, in which fuch a Book was written. Nor is it 
eajie (tho ene would be apt to take fuch Differences for fo 
many Land-marks, ) to tell the Age of a Greek MS. with- 
out the Date 5 and I never yet faw fuch a Date fo high as 
the year 6400, according to the Greek Computation. And 
it is ftill much .harder, from any Remarks about the Cha- 

Tdffier, Illumination, Ink, Parchment, Paper, Binding, &c. 

to find out what * Country, Province, 

or Band, fach a Greek Book mould * */ « ' m * n Is , b .°"» In ° M Country ami 

, J . • , 1 r , writes * Bosk in another, keeping ftill 

be written -in, or what Country man t(t the charter and mm* »f ww<a* ufia 

in his own Country, I look upon u as the 
fame thing as if he wrote it at home. And therefore I look upon the Greek MSS. which ^fc- 
gtlus Bwgttius wrote at Paris, as if they were written in Candy, where he was Bom- And fo 
(amongft many Others) to inftance in ?, Latin MS, I look upo n a Copy of Pope Gregory $ 
Paflcrsil Carej (now remaining in the Bodleian Library) as a noble Monument of our Saxcn 
Anceftors: Tho St WilltbaU wrote it, peihaps, i& Mtunt Cajjimtm in Italy, and afterwards (as 
it is paobable) carried it with him into Germany, where it icmsin'd at Wmzhmg till that City 
was olundei'd by the Swedes about 70 years ago. 
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, , . . the f Scribe fliou'd be. Nay, aftd 

l?r by th ,lSs ft tLg^t™ what does farther add to the Diffi. 

r warcr oienty of them. Fo» even I, by CUl ty, , JS, that 't'lS known that the 

S2/, *?STft iK"?ofcS2; ^pes of the M,»fcfc Letters found 
I was (use of, hav* afterwards fceen ena- in Gree^ MSS, have been retain'd tor 
b>ed « uy, that ths nook hob «* if it had ab5 6oQ together, with little 

fain written in trance, Italy, spam, Ger- . J . .a P , ' 

many, r** Netherlands, England, Le- Variation 5 and alto, that iome MSS. 

land, Sec and, it may b«, about faha written with Minufcules and with 

Accents, are older than feme others 
which want them. And alio, that the prefent Greek Co- 
fifies or Library have three or four different Hands com- 
monly u fed by them, one being their own Common Hand, 
die others an Imitation of old MSS, which are more beauti- 
ful, but troublefome in writing, than their ordinary Run- 
ning Hands : At being cuftomary, as I have been told, when 
a man wants a Copy of fuch a Book to be written, for the 
Copifte to ask in what Hand it muft be written (for one 
Hand, itrnay be,is more Coftly than another 3) and accord- 
ing as they agree, the Book is written; And thus I have 
feen fome very new Things- written in the fame Hand with 
Books which are certainly 400 years old. 

What Methods Learned Men have taken, in order to 
inform themfelves of the different Ages of MSS), I know 
not, but my own has been this. I have been careful to 
get all the Dates I could, wherein 'twas faid that fuch an 
individual MS was written, at : fuch a time, or by fuch a 
particular perfon 3 every Book with a Date, being as a Stan* 
dard whereby to know the Age of thofe Books of the 
fame or a like Hand, and of thofe that are not very much 
older or newer. Where Dates have been wanting in fome 
Book?, perhaps they have had fome Succeffion.of Empe- 
rors, Kings, Popes, Bijhops, or other Officers ■$ and fetting 
down the continuance of their PredecefTors for fo many 
years, months, and days, if there be only rhe naked Name 
of him who is the lafi in order, fall other Circumftances 
concurring,) I then judge the Book to have b^n written 

during 
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during the Life or Reign of fuch a perfon. Efpecial'y if 
that Succefiion be afterwards continu'd by a more recent 
Hand, or that there he two. fuch Succeffions, as of Kims 
and Bifiops, and the I aft of each happen to be Cotempora* 
ries. Other Obfervations! have. made from Hiflorical Notes 
and Ecdejiafiical Tables, in fome Books. At other times I 
light upon fome Authentic Charter or Original Writing-in the 
fame Hand with fuch a Book as I have remembred to have 
formerly feen, but without any guefs at the Age of it. 
The Age of the Charter being known, that of the Book is 
then -known alfo : for I never cntertain'd any Notion, or 
relied upon any Obfervation, but as I found itccnfirm'd by 
the Suffrage of concurring Circumftances, and fufficient 
Authority. 

But even in Dates, ! have found that a man ought to 
be very Cautious 3 for fome have been altered by later 
Hands, for corrupt and bafe Ends. Some are fb worded, 
as when one thinks that the time they mention, is the 
time when the MS. was finiuYd by the Copijie, or Book- 
writer ; it is meant only as to the time when the Anther 
finiuYd his Composition; Other Books are Pott-dated that 
they might be accounted New. Ot this laft kind, is a 
Greek MS. I faw in the Univeriity Library at Cambridge., 
which, as appears by a written Annotation. therein, was 
bought fuch a year at Rome, for fo much , and yet the Date 
pretends that the Book was written at Rome in inch a year, 
which happens to be two years after it was bought and 
paid for. The Reafon of thofe Poji-Dates was, becaaie, 
before Printing came up, a Book was by how much the 
Newer, by fo much the more Valuable. An old Bock might 
be bought for an old Song, ( as we fay ) but he that tran- 
scribed a frefh Copy muft ■■be paid for his pains. And 
therefore, I have found in fome Catalogues of the MSS. 
formerly extant in our Abbey- Libraries ,.. tnaf when they 
faid fuch a Book was Liber Vetm, they would often* add* 
& imtilff j hut-Liber Novus was Nitidns*, ekgwUr fcrip- 



Us, letftifacllff, &a which mean Opinion of the Anci- 
ent Copies, by the way, may have been the Occafion of 

the Lo& of many a good Author. 

The Librarii ot Book-miters were from the time of the 
Remans a particular company of men, and their Bufinefs a 
Trade : But tho Boo\-wnting was their profeffion, yet they 
afterwards had but a third part of the bufinefs. 

Learning (after the Erection of Monafteries,) was chiefly 
In the hands of the Clergy - ? and they were for the moft 
part Regulars, and liv'd in Monafteries; Amongft thefe 
were always many induftrious men, who wrote continual- 
ly new Copies of old Books, for their own ufe, or for the 
Monaftery, or for both t which feems to have fwallowed 
up above half the bufinefs. Then, if an extraordinary 
Book was to be written, for the flanding, and more parti- 
cular Vfe of the Church or Monaftery, the Antiquanm 
muft be fent for, to write it in large CharaBers, after the old 
manner ', and fuch a Copy they knew would laft for many 
Ages, without Renovation. Between thefe two forts of 
People, the Writing'Monk* and Antiquarii 5 the poor Li* 
brarij or common Scriptores ( who had Families to main- 
tain ) could hardly earn their Bread. This put them up- 
on a quicker way of difpatch, that.fo they might under- 
fell one another : And in order to this Difpatch, they 
would employ feveral perfons, at one time, in writing the 
fame Book, ( each perfon, except him who wrote the fi ft 
Skin, beginning where his Fellow was to leave off:) Or 
elfe, they would form the Letters fmaller and leaner, and 
make ufe of more Jugationt and Abbreviations than ufually 
others did. And this, my Lord, is the only account that 
I can give, for that Variety of Hands which in former Ages, 
being learn'd of, or borrow'd from the Romans, was com- 
monly us'd,and in fafhion at the fame time, and in the fame 
Country, (throughout thefe Weftern Parts of Europe, ) 
and for their growing lefs and lefs for one Age after ano- 
ther. An Inftance oi this may be given from the 

Hands 
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Bands of England, which about the year of our Lord 730 
was of three fortsi 

I. The Roman Capitals, ftill retained,, and kept up by 
the Antiquariji in fome Books and Charters. 

II. The more Sett Saxon Letters (which have a near affi- 
*nity wirh the more Antient Irijl) Characters, as being with 

them derived from the Roman,') which were ufed as the 
Common Hand of the Age,-by the Monks in their Boo^r 
and Tome Charters of their Dictating and Writing. 

III. The Running Saxon Letters, fuller of Abbreviations, 
and fomething of kin to the Longbardic and Franco-Gallic* 
("both which,with this -third fort* were alfo of Roman 
Original,) and was ufed by thefe Librafij in their Books 
and in the Charters 3 as alfo by fome Authors who wrote 
much, asBede, &c. 

There was another fort of Book&riters ftjl! in ufe, name- 
ly, the Notarij, whofe bufinefs it was to take Trjals and 
Pleadings at Courts of Judicature 3 to write as Antmnenfes 
from the mouth of an Author 5 and to take Homilies and 
Sermons at Church, from the Mouth of the Preacher. 
Thefe Notarij made ufe of Not* or Mark? i'nftead of Letters * 
But when, in Procefs of Time, Letters were ufually writ- 
ten fmall and quick, and Abbreviations grew Common, 
the Notarij were turn'd off, unlefs they would write Books 
in Long Band, as other Librarij did, and their Note grew 
out of ufe; and moft of their Performances in Notes of- 
Mark,s have been fince deftroy'd. 

Suppofe than, my Lord, that a man had one Latin Book 
of each of the four forts above-mentioned laid before him,, 
written all at a time, and without any Date or Note of 
the Age : Would not he be ready to fay that the three 
firft were older than one another > As that! that in 
Capitals was older than that in the Midling Hand 5 . and 
this again older than that in the Running and' [mailer 
Hand > and that fuch a Book written in the Notes being 
lii kll-of marks, was- not Latin* but of fome other un~ 
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known Language ? But to come down later 5 Suppofe that 
a perfo'n mould have fome recenter Books or Charters laid 
before him in the Pipe, Text, "Exchequer, Chancery, Conn, 
and Common Hands, ail written at the fame time, would 
not he be apt to fay, that one feem'd to him to be older 
than another, and that they were the Hands of 'feveral 
Nations > 

If it be difficult for an Inquifitiye Perfon to be a perfect 
Mafter in all the Succeffions of Hands, that have been us'd 
in his own Country, fo far as he may be guided by the 
Monuments therein extant, , ( and I never heard of any 
Man that was fuch a Mafter) furely, it merit be more dif- 
ficult to pronounce the Age of thofe Books, from the Hand, 
which were written in other Countries, in an unknown 
Language. And what may make a Man yet more liable 
tomiftakes (befides the want of Dates in the moft Antient 
Greek, Latin and other MSSJ) was the Pra&ice of many 
Writers, (till to life the very fame Hand when in Years, 
as they learnt when they were Young 5 like as many An- 
cient People, who do yet continue to write the RomanzvA 
Secretary Bands, which were more fafhionable 50 or 60 
years ago, than now. I forbear to trouble your Grace 
with anymore Words upon this head, or- to make mention 
of the different ways of Writing in any other Language : 
becaufe I find this Letter will prove larger than I intended. 
€ will therefore (with your Grace's leave) touch upon the 
next Head in your Graces Learn'd Iffay, (hewing the great 
Eafinefs of finding out an Author,and the Time he liv'd in, 
by his Style and Phrafe. 

I wiflf, my Lord, that it was as eafie to difcover the 
Villa-nous Anthors of fome Treafonable and Scandalous Li- 
bels, by their Style, as it has been to find out the. Printers, 
by the Paper and 'Letter- Could this be done, it might 
not be unufeful to the Government- But People have 
learnt the knack of changing their Style, upon Occafion, 
fo Artificially, as not to be difcovered, bus when they 

them- 
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themfelves are willing to be known. .Who would have 
thought that Erafmm wrote the FpJloU obfcurorum Vtro- 
rumZ Or thatfome of the Nicer, nay, the mod Eminent 
Modern Criticks could have been impos*d upon by their 
familiar and near Acquaintance, who trump'd upon 
them their own recent Performances for invaluable frag- 
ments of the Antients, whofe other works thefe very Cri- 
tics had lying before them? It has been a frequent Practice 
in all Ages for poor Scribblers to father their wretched 
Qfffpring upon Illuftrious Perfons ; and the disparity be- 
tween the Genuine works of the one, and the Spurious 
pieces of the other being evident enough, it has been 
eafie to diftiaguifti between the Gold and the Brafs. But, 
my Lord, I would humblyask this Queftion, Is all that is 
even now by learned men afcribed to fonae Antient Volu- 
minous Greek, and Latin Authors, undoubtedly theirs ? 
May not there ftill fome fuppofititious pieces lurk among 
them, which have the luck to be receiv'd, only becaufe 
they have been more ingeniously counterfeited? Nay, 
may not the fame perfon in the courfe' of his Lite, even 
alter and vary his Style and Phrafe unwittingly, and with- 
out any defign to do fo ? I think Mr Richardfon fosie- 
where in his Anfwer to Amyntar, upon occafion oi the 
difference in point of Style between the Revelation of 
St John and his other Works, between the Prophecy of J ire- 
miah and his Lamentation s, does tell us from Dr Cave, that 
the contideration of the Times when a man writes, or of 
the Perfons to whom, or the Subje&s about which, or the 
Temper of Body, or the Humour he is in when he .writes, or 
the Care and Pains that he takes in Writing, may Occaiion 
fuch Alterations in his Style, as that no certain R.ule can, 
be inferr'd from thence. 

And if, my Lord, it was really poffible to find out the 

Time when an Author liv'd, only by diligent Rending his 

Works, furely the World wou'd have been long fince 

Agreed as to the Time when Bower lived, though they 
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could not tell where he was born. And I believe even 
in the Lift of Eccle/taftied Writers there are fome, and 
thofe not of the leaft confideration, who ( notwithstand- 
ing their Works have been read over and over) are ftill 
reckon'd to be of incerUin Age- 

As for Piffures, though I have much left Experience in 
them, than I had once in MSS. yet I will not deny but 
that the Works of an hundred Matters fbefides thofe your 
Grace has been pleas'd to mention) may be known by the 
Hands, tho they may be almoft as different as their feveral 
Hands in Writing :- But that one Painter can't Copy from 
another, fo exactly, as that in trad of time it (hall not 
be known which Picture is the Original, is what I dare 
not aflert. 

It has been frequently, practis'd by Painters to borrow 
Pictures of thofe who are Lovers and Judges of fuch 
things, to Copy them, and to return their Copies for the 
Originals* without any difcovery made by the difcerning 
Owners. And I believe it poffible (tho exceeding diffi- 
cult) for a great Matter to Copy a Picture fo, that when 
they both ftand together, a good Judge (hall not dare po- 
sitively to fay which is the Copy and which not: Nor he 
that drew the Original, dare to own, that he could imi- 
tate his own Handy work better than a Stranger has done. 
There are a great many ftories common among Painters, 
to this purpofe. And one wou'd not think it much more 
difficult, for a-Man. to imitate a Drawing or Picture, than 
to counterfeit another Mans Hand- writing, which fome 
People can do moft exactly. And others with Pen and 
Ink will Copy after any thing that is Printed fo nicely, as 
that one would affirm their Writing to be printed of at the 
Prefs. 

Your Grace's Notions of. difcerning the Age as well as 
the Band of the Painter, by his Picture, is very curious, 
and altogether new to me : And I doubt not but there is 
a great deal in it. I only want the whole Works of fome 
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great Painter , with an Account of the time when he 
wrought each Piece, to fit me for the making the Experi- 
ment., And why might not this Notion be advanc'd a 
little farther, and the Painter's Complexion be known by 
his Pictures, as well as his Age ? As fuppofing that the 
Sanguine do naturally run upon Pourtraits, Poetical Hijio- 
ries, Nudities , &c. The Cholerick upon Battel-pieces, Sea,' 
fights\ Fire-pieces by Land, or Sea, Tempejls, &c. The 
Plegmatick upoa the StiU-life y Flower-pieces , Birds ; Beafts, 
Fijhes, &c. and the Melancholk upon Landslips, Archi- 
te&ure, Pieces of Perfpetfive, &c. Not but that the diffe- 
rent Genius of a Country, or the Defires of a good Cufto*- 
mer, may oblige a Painter to work upon a fubjec"fc, which 
he had no great Fancy for. 

As to the difference in the works of Painters grown old, 
in refpeft of what they did when yourtg, I doubt no cer- 
tain Rules can be EftabiiftYd as to their Performances in 
that kind. I know, my Lord, that Painters do generally 
live fafter than other men, which may at length occafion 
a failure in their Sight and Memory, a trepidation in their 
Hands, &c. And yet I never heard that Michael Angela^ 
Alb. Dnrer, Titian, and others, painted worfe at the latter 
end of their long lives, than they did before. Nay, I 
hear that Signior Verrio, t ho grown old, Paints now far 
better than ever, and is grown almoft afbam'd of fome of 
his own Works which he Painted at Windfor-Caftle in the 
time of K. Charles II. There may be this in it f that Aged 
Perfons having attain'd, thro long Practice, to a greater 
Experience, to a more Solid and Mature Judgment than 
they had when younger, are more Cautious of that which 
they let go out of their Hands y and correct thofe flalhy 
touches of their Pencil, and other fuperfluons Irregula- 
rities, which they and others were formerly very fond 

of. 

As for the Flame and Motion of the Eyes in a Pi&are, 'Of 
the Breath in its Mouth, I can fay but little, having as yet 
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never had the happinefs to fee fuch Rarities, tho I have 
been admitted to the fight of fome of the bell: Pieces of 
the moft Celebrated Matters. 

As to the Painters Painting a Living or Moving thing, 
fo that one (hall alrnoft difcem the Motion, and fee the 
Bird Flying, the Horfe or Hound Running, <&c> that is 
more eafie, efpeciahy when affilkd with the friendly and 
pregnant fancy of the Charm'd Spectator, In the Still lift 
indeed, the Eye is quickly deceiv'd, and tho there are, I 
believe, feveral Mafters now living more Excellent at it 
than ever Zeuxis and Parrhajtus were :, yet ftill, with all 
their Art, 'tis very difficult to impofe upon a man (b, as 
to make him believe 'tis not a PiUure, but the very Life 
that he fees before him. 

Muficians feem to be under the fame Predicament with 
Painters, fince they are obferv'd to live Faji, as alfo the 
Poets. 'Tis by the Practice of many years that they attain 
to a juft Knowledge and Maftery in their refpective Arts 5 
and as their firft Cornpofitions are little and light, fuitable 
to the Mercurial temper of heedlefs and inconftant Youth 5 
So, in time, this wears off, and as their Experience and 
Judgment encreafes, their Cornpofitions grow more folid 
and found. A Young Man may make a better Minuet or 
Jigg, but the Elder a more found Service or Anthem. The 
Muflc of the former .( with other Accomplifhments ) may 
go a great way towards the enticing a fooliih Girl to Luvej 
but that of the latter Excites the Devotion, moves the Af- 
fections, and raifes the Priiiinns of thofe truly Religious 
Souls, who take pleafure in finging praifes to the Honour 
and Glory of his name, who lives for ever and ever. 

If your Grace (hall 'fay, that the very bed Painters, Mu- 
ficians and Poets dyed young,, or at leajl kfore they attain 'd 
to an advane'd Age, ti-hvn ihej vcotild have fail'd or graven 
dull, as others did : I muH: beg leave to fay that Old Men 
are of two forts, either thek who are much afftftcd with 
their Age andweakned, or thofe who an not, 
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If a Man be born of unfound Parents, of hath liv'd all 
along in an Air difagreeable to his Conftitution, or has his- 
Conftitutioo always unhealthful, or has liv'd an intempe- 
rate or debaach'd Life, or has been crufti'd by any heavy 
Misfortunes, or always liv'd in Poverty or Difcontent; 'tis 
no wonder, if in 'fpighc of all this, he attains to old Age: 
but then he will probably lofe the Clearnefs of his Head , 
the fix'd Attention of his Mind, the Brightnefsof his Parts, 
which he might be formerly noted for. If a Man has ne- 
ver had any of thefe difadvan'ages to wreftle with, but 
has all along been bleft'd with the Contrary : then, he 
being bred up to a profeiSon, and always following it, 
his judgment therein ftill encreafes, and his Hand ("ore 
would think) (hould be more nimble and' ready, and the 
Man a better Painter, Mujfcian or Orator than ever : And 
why not a better Poet too ? I fay, with fubmiflion, my 
Lord, if Mr Dryde/t ( tho he was faid to be unhealthy at 
laftj wou'd have taken as much pains, or had been Al- 
lowed time to his Mind for revifing his later Poems, as in 
fome of-his former, they might have been as well, if not 
better accepted. I don't fee that 'tis old Age that does a 
Man this diskindnefs, but rather, that'tis the Accidents that 
do too often attend it y which yet many are freed from to 
the very laft. 

Suppofe then, my Lord, if Raphael or Vandike, or the 
late Mr H. Parcel!, or Alejjhndro Stradclla, mould have 
continued their Pra&ice of Painting and Mufic till they 
grew old, from the Accidents attending which, fuppofe 
them ("as a great many other People) to be very tree h 
might we not then have juftly expe&ed from them, even 
greater Wonders than they had ever before perform a > 
I won't fay that an old General is fitter to be trufted than 
& young one - or that the late Marefchai Schomberg ac his' 
death, was a better Souldier. (" notwithftanding his Age ) 
than the Prefent Kings of Sweden and Poland : But rather, 
that the Study of Divinity cr of the Lam 3 do feem as 

nice 
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nice and large as thofe of Fainting and Mupc. Now th e 
eld andfage Men of thofe Profeffions are every where moft 
regarded, they are found to have theripeft Judgments, and 
they are defervedly employed in the moft weighty Affairs 
appertaining to their Profeffions. And it has been feen 
fas was partly faid before.) that fome Painters and Mti/tci- 
ans have not at all fail'd as they grew old, but kept that 
great Reputation to the iaft, which they had .before ac- 
quir'd. 

~ My Lord, upon the whole* it feems to me(tho?Iknow 
my Opinion is of no weight ) that there is a gradual and 
fenfible alteration in the appearance of things, and efpeci- 
cially in the Scripture or Hand- writing of 'MSS. Now 
thefe ought to be coniider'd with refped to the particular 
places wherein they were written. 

Every Country is fuppos'd to have remaining in it, the 
greateft Variety and moft confiderable Monuments of its 
own Characters 5 unlefs they are known to be carried 
away to other places. And therefore, if any man be de- 
firous of considering the Letters of any Language that has 
been confin'd to any one particular Region or Province 5 
*tis but going thither, and it's ten to one, but ( if he be 
diligent) he may fatisfie his Curiofity y^ry well. For Ex- 
ample, Suppofe I fhould be willing to conflder the Nature 
of the Irijh Letters, their Original, Progrefs and Variati- 
ons, with their Relation to the Roman, Franco & Anglo- 
Saxon : this might be done by travelling Ireland princi- 
pally, by taking a trip into the Scotch Highlands, and per- 
haps into the Ifle of man, and by confulting fome Englijh 
and other Libraries, whither fome lri(h MSS have been car* 
ried. 

If I would confider the French, Italian, Spanifh, or En. 
glijh Hands, each Country affords fuflicient Helps. But if 
a Man would confider the Letters of a Dead or Living 
Language, which fp read far, and has been, or is us'd in fe- 
deral Countries ; he can't be fuppos'd a perfect Mafter.in all 
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t]te ways of writing that Language, till he has confider'd 
the whole State and Succeffion of its Letters in each of thofe 
Countries*. Amongft thofe Languages I reckon the Hebrew, 
Arabic, Turkish Armenian, P erf an, Gretk, Latin, Teutonic, 
Sclavonian, &c. And tho Latin is common amongft us, and 
every body is pronouncing the Age of a Latin MS, yet 1 
think they would do well to enquire where as well as when 
a Book was written. And if they are certain that fuch a 
Latin Book was written in fuch a particular Country, or 
Province, 'tis then more eafie, by confidering the Succeffion 
of Letters us'd in that Province, or by comparing it with 
other Books Written therein, to fay how old it is. For 
want of this confideration many Learned Perfons have 
been almoft always out in their Calculations, and have 
pronounc'd at Random. If then, my Lord, this Method 
appears Rational, and even Neceflary, in order to attain a 
fufficient Meafure of this fort of Knowledge 5 it follows, 
that 'tis no eafie matter to affign the Age even of a Latin 
MS, no, not even in England, where yet .1 fuppofe there 
may be as great a Variety of Latin Hands,*- as in rnoft other 
Countries. 

As for Painting and Mnfic, they are Arts that I have al- 
ways had a great Love and Affeftion for. I know very- 
well that each Painters Hand and each Muficians Manner 
differs from another, but whether there is a gradual and 
remarkable Variation from themfelves in the Courfe of 
their Lives, is what I never heard afferted. This is cer- 
tain, that they can change their way of Painting and Com- 
pofing at pleafure^ and therefore, Mr H. Parcel's Dalci- 
bella isfaid not to be like his other Mufic 3* and Mr Fuller 
the Painter could put one of his Pieces upon Sir Peter Lely 
for a moft incomparable Picture of Mich. Angelo. But. 
then thefe Changes and Variations from their ufual Man- 
ners are very feldom made. And a man generally purfues 
and practices that which is rnoft agreeable, to his own Ge- 
nius. For this Reafon, when a Painter's Band is fixed, 

his 
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his Manner is then limited, and fo when a Curious Perfofl 
comes into a Gallery, he knows that this Pifture was done 
by Ryley, Kneller, Vandyke* Dobfon, Tintoret, &c. and 
that to be a Copy after Reubens, Georgeon, Salv. Rofa, Han. 
Caraccw, Pietrc cli Cortona, &c. When he comes to an 
Opera, to a Con fort, or to Church, not knowing before- hand 
what Mafic is to be perform'd, yet he may foondifcern that 
it was compos'd by Corelli, Baptijt, Bajfani, Charijjimi, Bloxv t 
Purcell, &c. And fo upon Reading an Antient Author, a 
fagacious and learned Perfon may find, that he writes ac- 
cording to the manner of fuch an Age, that the Style imi- 
tates fuch another, or that the' Book, tho it bears fuch a 
Man's Name, yet might, perhaps, be more truly afcribed 
to another, with whofe Style it more exaftly agrees : As 
for Example, that Piece of S. Cyril's, publiQYd from the 
Efcurial MS. by Barthafar Corderius, is thought ( by reafon 
of the Analogy in point of Style) to be Origens : But then, 
whether all this can be always done, done eajily and without 
"Errors, is the doubt. And it feems yet a greater difficulty, 
certainly to difcover h&w old the Painter, Mujician, Poet, 
Orator, or other Author was, when he finifb'd any one 
piece of his Works, unlets a man is plainly told To : This 
being a fort of Knowledge, that thofe who have been 
otherwife fufficiently experiene'd in their feveral Arts and 
IProfefiions, have not as yet pretended to. 



III. Olavi 



